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EditorialEditorial

The country stated the year on a promising economic
path, maintaining the stability that was gained in 2007.
There was increasing hope in the mining sector propped
up by favourable prices of copper and other metals on
the international market. This translated into increased
exploration and mining activities. On our part as Civil
Society, we gave impetus to the campaign for increased
government revenues from the mining activities. The
windfall tax was introduced amidst strong reservations
from the mining sector.

Politically, the country as Chair of the Southern African
Development Community (SADC), took a clear and positive
stand on the deteriorating situation in the neighbouring
Zimbabwe, making an effort to mobilize pressure on the
regime of Mr. Robert Mugabe to open up to democratic
processes, especially in the context of the electoral
process that was underway in that Country.

The death of the State President, Dr Levy Patrick
Mwanawasa, in August however created a major shock
both in the political and economic sectors from which
the country seems to be struggling to recover. This has
been negatively compounded by external factors, notably
the worldwide financial crisis and the sudden drop in the
prices of copper and other metals on the international
market.

It was the first time ever for Zambia to hold a Presidential
by-election. Once again the fragility of our democracy
was exposed when it came to the succession question.
It was like Zambians’ was not elaborate enough to dealing
with the succession of in an event of the sitting President
dying. We saw fierce intra party power struggle in the
ruling party who finally settled on the then Vice President,
Mr. Rupiah Banda as their candidate for the pending
Presidential by-election. The by-election set for 30th
October 2008 was contested by four candidates in the
names of Mr. Rupiah Banda (Movement for Multiparty
Democracy), Mr. Michael Sata (Patriotic Front), Mr.
Hakainde Hichilema (United Party for National
Development) and Brigadier General Godfrey Miyanda

(Heritage Party). Mr. Banda of MMD emerged winner with
a very narrow margin against his closet rival Mr. Michael
Sata of PF. The campaigns that characterized these by
elections were fraught with illegal practices and clearly
false promises some of which have continued to haunt
the wining President in the post election era. The
controversy that surrounded the by-election yet again
underscored the need for comprehensive electoral reforms
in Zambia.

The uncertainty of Zambia’s political direction in the face
of the death of President Mwanawasa, the slump in copper
prices and the world wide financial crisis have seen the
country close the year on a very challenging note. The
kwacha is weakening at an alarming rate against major
currencies and may close the year close to 6000ZK to a
United States dollar. Lowering copper prices and other
minerals seem to be putting pressure on the mining sector
and already job cuts and other austerity measures have
been announced. Agriculture, an economic activity
affecting many Zambians, especially the poor and rural
population is equally under pressure from the high cost
of inputs. The country is already experiencing raising food
prices epitomized in the soaring price of the staple food,
maize meal. All these factors have made the country close
the year on a very tough and gloomy note. What is more
worrying is the seeming lack of a clear plan by government
to deal with these issues. We are not hearing of any
proposals for a stimulus that will turn round things. All
we hear are lamentations on how many problems
government is facing. This is really worrying. We hope
2009 will not see and increase in poverty and deprivation
as a result of these factors and government’s inaction in
the face of these challenges. As Caritas Zambia, we will
play our part through our programmes. We thank God for
giving us an opportunity to serve him in 2008 and we
pray that he will continue giving us the energy and wisdom
we need for his service in 2009.

S.M.Mulafulafu
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CARITAS ZAMBIA 2008 OVERVIEW
2008 will go down as a unique year in the Zambian history from the point of view of changes
that the country experienced within a span of one year.



The electorate speaks out
By Doreen Kambangaji

We are glad to report that most people in these areas
exhibited high levels of civic awareness.  This was
noticed from the questions that were being raised by
those who attended the forums that were organized
by Caritas Zambia in collaboration with Diocesian
partners. For instance in Choma, the residents
demanded that political candidates vying for the
presidency should have political debates revolving
around economic and social issues which affect the
country. They said that such debates would enable
the electorates weigh the candidates using the
answers they would provide during the debates.

“It is sad that we have never seen or heard of what
these four candidates who are standing wish to do
in terms of uplifting the lives of citizens at one platform.
We understand that it is not possible for them to be
every where but that is why they have party officials
whose duty is to educate voters on what their party
manifestos really imply for every Zambian,” lamented
Mr Richard Hamwinga of Choma.

He lamented that most people in rural areas depend

on grapevine to make their choice on who to vote for
–  a trend he observed should not be encouraged.

In Monze, some Justice and Peace members who
were being trained in voter education observed most
people in rural areas could not be bought as was the
case in the past.

“It is true that some candidates have been giving out
chitenge materials and other items to buy votes from
people, but we are glad to report that most people
now are aware of their right to vote. We have told
them that they should look at the future of the nation
before they allow themselves to be compromised by
these politicians,” said Mrs Aqinata Tagoe.

Caritas Monze Director, Mr Solomon Phiri regretted
that presidential candidates had shunned an
opportunity to be interviewed on their vision for the
country. He explained that these interviews  which
were supposed to have ben conducted individually
would have availed the citizens an opportunity to
understand the political party manifestos.

Caritas Zambia staff undertook trips to some parts of Zambia between September and October to sensitise
voters on elections. Some of the areas visited included Kasama, Choma, Monze and Mazabuka.
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“Most people in rural areas do not have access to
radio and other sources of information, and so it is
very difficult for them to know what these candidates
are offering. In view of this, we decided to approach
the presidential candidates so that we could interview
them. These interviews would have been recorded
on CD and tapes which we could have then played
for people in remote areas but they were all elusive.
It is important that people listen for themselves to
what each candidate is offering so that they make an
informed decision when voting.”

In Mazabuka, some parishioners at Assumption Parish
wondered what they could do about Members of
Parliament who do not visit their constituencies.

In response to this, Mrs Ifoma Mulewa who is the
PLP programmes officers advised the electorates to
keep in touch with the constituency offices that have
been established in most constituencies.

“Those are your offices and you should make use of
them. You can make appointments to meet with your
MP and discuss issues that are supposed to be
addressed in your area. Since you are the ones who
put them in power, then they should be ready to meet
with you because it is your views that they are
supposed to represent when they are at parliament
and not their personal views,” advised Mrs Mulewa.

And in Kasama, the PLP Programme Officer Ms Chola
advised the residents to attend all political rallies in
order to make informed choices.

“Those rallies are meant for everyone and you should
not choose which rallies to attend and not to attend
because it is during those rallies that the presidential
candidates will spell out what they intend to do for
you (residents),” she advised. “It does not mean that
you have to vote for that candidate once you attend
their rally,” she advised.

Ms Chola also advised the residents
to desist from influencing their family
members on who to vote for.

“You should respect the right to vote
that each citizen holds. Don’t coerce
them to vote for a candidate that you
prefer. Everyone should be allowed
to make an informed decision when
voting,” said Ms Chola.

Caritas Kasama Coordinator, Fr
Nicholas Kaliminwa urged the voters

to vote for a candidate who is ready to listen to their
problems. “You by now know the candidates that
are contesting for the Presidency. Open your ears
and choose a candidate who will listen to your
problems and together with your participation find
solutions to those problems,” said Fr Kaliminwa.

In most areas visited the problems that the residents
wanted to be addressed by the next government
included:

• The road network which they said would help
boast trade especially in rural areas. At present,
most rural roads are in a deplorable state
and the situation gets worse during the rain
season.

• Creation of jobs in the formal sector.

• Improve water system and sanitation especially
in peri-urban areas.

• Monitor the use of state funds which are
sometimes abused by those in power.

• Build more hospitals and provide drugs in health
institutions

• Build more schools closer to the people.

As Caritas Zambia, we feel that the next President
and his new government should aim at ensuring that
every citizen has access to the basic requirements
such as food, shelter, water etc. Governments are
responsible for creating a conducive environment
for their citizens so that everyone is able to freely
express their right to vote and live a dignified life.
We should not have a situation where people are
forced to vote for someone over material things.
These gifts are not sustainable and we should not
even tolerate them as a nation!
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This is a humanitarian crisis that can’t be solved
overnight. Government and all stakeholders need to
work together to ensure that they find a lasting solution
to this problem.

Efforts to reduce hunger by 2015 have stalled in some
countries owing to skyrocketing global prices of food
as observed by the Food and Agriculture Organization
(The Post October 23, 2008). This means that they
are more people now who do not have access to food
and it now seems more unlikely that hunger will be
reduced by 2015.

The climatic changes, the economic crisis that the
world is facing had further exacerbated the food crisis.
Rainfall patterns have significantly changed in most
areas making it difficult to produce enough food.
According to FAO representative to Zambia, Mr
Noureddin Mona, the hardest hit by climate change
are the millions of small-scale farmers and forest
dependents that are already vulnerable and food
insecure. And most Zambians are vulnerable to fact
as we witnessed in the last farming season were
majority of our farmers lost their crop due to flooding
in most rural areas.

The rising cost of oil; poor harvests due to uneven rainfalls had been experienced in the last seasons;
a shift from food crops to cash crops; increased costs of fertilizer, transport and labour; post-harvest
losses; import and export restrictions – these and other causes have resulted in an unprecedented
world food  crisis that is hitting the poorest countries the hardest. Africa, the poorest region in the
world, is home to over 400 million people living on less than $2 a day. Imagine trying to feed a family
on so little, even if food were available surely this is not sustaining in any small way.

WORLD FOOD CRISIS

WILL ZAMBIA SURVIVE? By Doreen Kambangaji

The question we therefore face is whether Zambia
after 44 years should continue to rely on food
handouts? As Caritas Zambia we accept that handouts
are sometimes necessary especially in times of natural
distaster but what we need to promote as a nation is
a sustainable way of living. It is impossible to live a
dignified way of life if you rely on handouts. This is
why Caritas Zambia through its Food Security and
Livelihoods Programme is trying to promote self
sustainability through agriculture and entrepre-
neurship. For instance, after the 2007/8 floods, Caritas
Zambia through Caritas International was able to raise
US$850,000 which it used to assiste the flood victims.
Most of this money was spent rehabilitating the lives
of these people. This was done through the provision
of seed and fetilizer for the 2008/9 farming season.
With al the problems in our agriculture sector, Zambia
is likely to have food crisis if we do not step us our
strategies as a nation.

With our good environment and central position in
Africa, it is possible to make Zambia a food basket
for the region.
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Bee keeping project in Solwezi Diocese

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT?

In Solwezi, Diocese, it was noticed that there were a number of farmers who where involved in bee-keeping
and they were producing enough surplus honey for sale but they did not have access to markets. It was also
noticed that some farmers were being cheated out of their profits by dubious “brief case” buyers from the
urban centres. It was for this reason that the Caritas Solwezi decided to intervene in order to link the farmers
to established markets so as to enable the farmers to get a fair deal on their business ventures.

The successes fo this project was the following:
The project has achieved its sole purpose of linking the bee-keeping farmers to markets and some of the
major buyers include Forest Fruits and Honey Factory of Kabompo.

The minor buyers are Honey bee Farm from Lusaka. Currently, there are three more buyers who have been
linked to the farmers and four new buyers are expected in the next Bee- Keeping season.

The project has been able to sensitize the bee- keeping farmers on the economic rights through workshops.
The farmers have also been trained in entrepreneurship skills and modern bee-keeping techniques.

Before the Caritas Solwezi intervention, it was noticed that the farmers were not well coordinated in terms
of forming cooperatives on honey production but now the farmers have anaged to form groups.

Before this project, the bee farmers used to sell their honey at K1,500 per kilogram. After the intervention,
the price per kilogram of honey has more than doubled. The price as at last year’s cropping season (June
2008) stood at K4,000 per kilogram of honey. In the same vain, the incomes of the bee- farmers have
progressively increased due to the increased profits from the sale of their honey produce.

Because the farmers are economically empowered and are fetching a good price from their produce, it has
been noticed that the farmer’s standard of living has improved. The farmers are now able to buy oxen, bicycles,
solar panels and even cellular phones. Some of the farmers are also running “Tuntembas” (small stores on
the streets) from the income that they earn from the honey production.

Every venture has its highs and lows and so it is with the Bee-keeping project of Caritas Solwezi. Some of
the challenges include;

Some buyers have misunderstood the role that Caritas Solwezi is playing in promoting access to markets for
the bee-keepers as they think that Caritas Solwezi want to buy the honey for themselves but at least they now
understand the role that Caritas is playing.
∑
The challenge has also been that of encouraging women to participate in bee- keeping ventures as an income
generating activity. The participation of women is low although some women groups have been mobilized.

All in all, the bee-keeping project of Caritas Solwezi has improved the livelihoods of the bee- keeping farmers
in North- Western Province. There is currently, a demand that the project should be extended to other places
in the North-western Province which have not yet been reached.

The Caritas Solwezi Bee-keeping project is a poverty reduction advocacy strategy. The
project started off as a pilot project in 2006 in the towns of Kabompo and Mwinilunga and
was sponsored by CORDAID. The project later extended to Kasempa and Mufumbwe.
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RURAL POVERTY AND ATTAINMENT OF THE
MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGS) IN

ZAMBIA
By Doreen Kambangaji-Phiri and Edmond Kangamungazi

With eight years elapsed since the Millennium
Declaration, and only seven to go until 2015, poverty
and income inequality continue to pose major
challenges in Zambia. The incidence of poverty in
Zambia is estimated at 67 percent with extreme
poverty at 46 percent. According to The Living
Conditions Monitoring Surveys-2006, (Central
Statistical Office) rural poverty stands as 78 per cent.
In rural areas, ensuring food security is a constant
preoccupation.

Thumbs up to the government managing to stabilise the macroeconomic environment in the past
2 years though they key challenges remains of transforming these positive developments into
improved living standards, more jobs and sustained broad based economic growth. Growth should
not only be limited to numbers but it should translate to uplifting the dignity of people, increase the
choices in life and also in people having more access to basic needs of life.

Many of the poorest people live in households headed
by women and households in which one or more
members are chronically ill, mostly with HIV/AIDS,
tuberculosis or malaria. Since the early 1990s poverty
has been exacerbated by the impact of HIV/AIDS,
which has been a factor in lowering life expectancy
to about 38 years (The Living Conditions Monitoring
Surveys-2006,). Although the incidence of HIV/AIDS
has now stabilized, but the number of those
manifesting infection and falling sick continues to
rise, leaving many households more vulnerable to
poverty and many without adequate labour for their
fields.
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Why are rural areas vulnerable?
Historical, geographical and social factors are at the roots of severe rural poverty in large parts of Zambia.
The country suffers from geographical isolation, which limits access to services, markets, technical knowledge
and productive assets. The incidence of rural poverty is highest in areas that are far from the rail line. At present
the country is undergoing a difficult period of transition from a state-led to market based economy. The
government is in the process of reorienting and improving management of public institutions and delivery of
public services. Economic decline has made it impossible for the government to maintain previous levels of
public services. In terms of access to health and education there are major discrepancies between urban and
rural areas in Zambia. Not only do they have limited number of these basic institutions needed for development
but these are also located far from most areas and people have to cover several kilometers to access services.
This means that we have fewer people accessing services isuch as education and health which are necessary
components in development.

The role of MDGs in alleviating rural poverty

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) play an important role in development policies today. Broadly,
the MDGs aim to reduce global poverty, improve the lives of the poor and increase the pace of development
in a sustainable manner. Poverty, health and education form a vicious circle. According to the report on a
study commissioned by Caritas Zambia, JCTR and CSPR “The cost of meeting the MDGs in Zambia (2005)”,
findings show clearly that there needs to be a substantial scaling up of donor contributions and a redistribution
of the government‘s own resources towards MDG-related expenditures. Zambia needs to invest an average
of US$110 per capita per year in capital and operating expenditures towards meeting the MDGs.

What the government needs to to do to tackle
rural poverty?

Apart from improving other sectors such as agriculture, education and health, the goverment also needs to
improve the trade sector. The trade sector is an important pre-requisite for the needed accelerated economic
growth and economic development. Hence, the government needs to provide incentives to for rural areas
such as infrastructure, communication among other things that will promote faster growth through exporting
more goods and services. This will also help to accelerate investments in areas of competitive advantage. In
addition the government could also do the following:

• Encourage the processing of commodities into finished products and increase levels of productivity to
enjoy higher growth rather than concentrating on extracting our natural resources as is the case now.

• Generate more low skilled jobs in the quest for higher growth. This also means that more ordinary people
will benefit from the much talked about economic growth.

• Improve the working conditions of public servants to act as incentives and motivation for efficiency, develop
clear objectives and performance standards for each line ministry, strengthen the monitoring and evaluation
of the public sector reform programme and ensure that the budget implementation, monitoring and
reporting are systematic rather than ad hoc. This will equally encourage the much-needed economic
growth in rural and urban areas.

• Laying emphasis on infrastructure development which is an important element for enhancing development.
• Implement the decentralisation policy.

As Zambains we should not lose hope but we need to implement the policies that we have in place to achieve
these MDGs and ultimately fight povety.
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THE STRENGTH OF CCJP
LIES IN PARISHES By Eugene Kabilika

The work of Justice and Peace demands massive sensitization of the people of God on their rights and
responsibilities. This effort is called community mobilization for peace. That is why the Catholic Church
established a Commission to take up this responsibility because it needs the involvement of both the religious
and the lay people. The Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) was given the mandate of
awakening God’s people through the process of conscientization to a further understanding of their call as
Christians with regard to social justice, leading to a greater awareness of human rights and consequent duties.
The Commission also forms a critical conscience, which empowers people to challenge and to act to overcome
unjust situations.

This task cannot be performed successfully by the Bishops on their own. It needs the collaboration and
participation of all Christians at all levels. The Staff at the National Office who supports the work of the Bishops’
cannot fulfill this mandate on their own either.  National Office rely on the full participation of the Dioceses
and all the Parishes in Zambia. This way, the work of Justice and Peace will acquire such a magnitude that
would cover the whole country.

Action for Justice and Peace at the local level demands the formation of Justice and Peace actors at Parish
levels. The training of these actors is key to the implementation of Justice and Peace activities. The demand
that “whoever dares to work for Justice aught to endeavour to be Just”, places a high value on the quality
of training that need to be offered to all Parish CCJP teams. A fully formed Justice and Peace team at the
Parish level is to follow strictly the principles of justice and peace which include among others:

• To be courageous and be true witnesses of Jesus.
• Actions taken must witness to the love and care of the Church.
• Actions must witness to both the oppressor and the oppressed because they both need liberation.
• To be truthful, factual, sincere and honest in all actions.
• To avoid motivation of hate and anger.
• Aim at creating social harmony.
• Action must cause both the individual and community transformation.

Following on the footsteps of Jesus, a local Justice and Peace team has the following responsibilities:

• Engaging the local political leadership on participation and policy issues.
• Responding to economic justice issues like crop marketing, access to land, trade etc.
• Defending human rights through public education, paralegal work and self education.
• Endeavoring to be prophetic by condemning evil and at the same time pointing to the good news.

Parish teams play vital roles in furthering the work of Justice and Peace Commission at the community level.
That is why the strength of CCJP lies at the Parish level. Therefore let all our efforts focus, in the most profound
way, there.
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THE STRENGTH OF CCJP
LIES IN PARISHES

I cannot claim to be an economist; neither can I claim to be a political scientist. My judgments and conclusions
in this article are dependant heavily on my personal belief and deductive reasoning. I write on the idea of free
market as the only way of promoting economic growth at least in the eyes of all those who believe in the neo-
liberal policies of Washington and its architects. What really amazes me is the way capitalists try to justify the
credit crunch affecting the western economies especially the USA. Nobody is able to explain why this happened,
but I am sure that those who were given the responsibility of managing the collapsing financial institutions
know what they did. Greed is a human cancer that is enhanced by free market where nobody controls and
directs the behaviour of traders and producers, at least the capitalists believe.

FREE MARKET ECONOMY
By Eugene Kabilika

Is there such a thing as a free market? People who
own nothing and are poor will tell you that there is no
such a thing as a free market in its real sense. Yes
because they know that raw materials extracted from
their countries have their prices determined and fixed
by the buyers in the west who are the owners of the
major industries and factories. These people play “ka
red naka black” (gambling) at the stoke exchanges in
the industrialized countries and manipulate the market
in order to push the prices up for purely money making.
At the same time, the finished products from these
industries are sold to the raw material producers at
prices that don’t respect the cost of production. From
this arrangement we can rightly conclude that some
people have the power to manipulate the so called
free market. In fact that is the real reason why the
market must be freed. So that it can easily be
manipulated by the multinational companies.

Warning
I remember reading Wallace’s analysis of the modern
world systems and came to the conclusion that
Capitalism will collapse by 2050. Among the indicators

of this collapse he wrote, were;
• Massive Job loses
• Collapse of companies
• Collapse of the financial systems.

Wallace warns the world that if no alternative system
is found, there would be chaos in the world. For sure
systems in the world tend to move from low level to
the peek level and then crash again. Socialism
developed and moved to its highest level but could
not sustain its social structures and so it collapsed.
Capitalism has already reached its peek. It is not able
to keep its fundamentals standing due to pressure of
the labour market and its lack of job creation for the
majority. Sacrificing humanity for the sake of profit
will remain the major virus that will puncture the
capitalist bubble and lead to the collapse of all its
major holding pillars: Free market, Low Labour cost-
 high profit, Private sector driven and less government
control. Unless a new world economic system that
is more humane and takes into account the needs of
the poor is built, the world is heading for chaos.

The newly consecrated bishop of Mpika His Grace, Ignatius Chama, has urged citizens to elect a leader
who will make and share wealth in the nation. Speaking during his inaugural speech at his consecration
in Mpika, Bishop Chama said citizens should be free to make demands from the government because
they are the ones who had put them in those positions.

“As we elect a new leader, we need to evaluate the candidates and be able to choose a leader who will
create and share the wealth of the nation,” said bishop Chama.

He lamented that though the country was making a lot of money from the minerals, only a few citizens
were benefiting. He committed himself to foster cooperation with the government and stakeholders in
order to foster development in the area.

Bishop Chama who was the former Catholic Commission for Development National Chairman was
consecrated on 28 September 2008 . The event was attended by different people who included the Nuncio,
the Bishops, government officials, opposition leaders and other religious and developmental leaders in
the Catholic Church. By Doreen Kambangaji-Phiri
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THE AMAZING CCJP CO-
ORDINATOR OF BWACHA PARISH

By Eugene Kabilika

At Bwacha Parish in Kabwe, a vibrant and hardworking
Co-ordinator for Justice and Peace, who is completely
blind, demonstrated the ability of physically challenged
people to perform tasks. Lazarus Chipenge, a teacher
by profession is a married man with a family. He has
been able to direct the activities of the Catholic
Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) at the
Parish, leading the team into responding to injustices
in the local area. At the time of the National Office
visit at the Parish, he chaired the meeting that included
some CCJP members from Mukobeko Parish.

Mr Chipenga could remember items set on the agenda
and provoke discussions around them. When asked
about the activities that the Parish team has
implemented since January, Mr Chipenga was able
to remember that his Parish was able to write a
complaint letter to the late President, Levy Patrick
Mwanawasa to complain over the misuse of funds
that were meant for the improvement of water

reticulation project in Kabwe. The matter was later
followed up by President Mwanawasa which
consequently led to improved water reticulation in
Kabwe.

Apart from this, Bwacha Parish has also been involved
in sensitization of the local community on the
Constitution making process. Mr Chipenga explained
that these activities helped the local communities to
follow national proceedings on the Constitution.

Mr Chipenga is indeed an amazing man. He is very
well informed on policy, economic, social and political
issues.  The Bwacha CCJP team must be commended
for allowing him to lead them and show everyone that
his physical challenges cannot prevent him from
working for justice and bring peace at his Parish
thereby contributing to peace building efforts in the
world.

  Mr. Chipenge (centre) Listening to the Contribution
 of One of the CCJP members in the CCJP Parish Office
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Jesus once remarked that blind people cannot lead each other because of the obvious reason that
they can fall in a ditch. However, the context in which Jesus said these words did not mean to
demean the dignity and value of those who are physically blind. In fact he was referring to people
who think that they know a lot when in reality were misleading others. According to Jesus, the blind
could either be physically challenged or not.



However, the situation has drastically changed since
the introduction of the capitalist system by the MMD
government. Land by the 1995 Act of Parliament was
made valuable and people began trading in bare land.
Bare land at the moment cost millions and yet the
sellers never created it in the first place. If development
is done on a piece of land and then sold, one can
agree with its value but selling bare land with nothing
does not seem right. In fact, it is similar to theft.

This owning mentality of most Zambians especially
on land may create huge conflicts in the near future.
There are people in the customary land areas who
are busy conniving with headmen and chiefs and are
selling huge tracks of land not only to foreigners but
also to some rich Zambians who turn the same land
over to others especially foreigners to make money.

What these people do not see and care for is the
future generation. Even the current generations in
some areas have lost their land and have found
themselves squatting in their own land. The villagers
in areas are troubled and in pain after discovering
that the land they had been gathering firewood from,
cutting poles and collecting grass for their houses
suddenly has absolute right to the land to the exclusion
of all others. What is worse is that such converted
land is converted to state land and cannot be reversed
to customary land again. The chiefs who do this do
not realize that by 2020 they will have no land to
exercise their authority on if the mentality of converting
customary land to state land continues. Every inch
of their land will be privatized and according to the
current law, will be controlled by the President.
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LAND IS SLOWLY MOVING AWAY FROM THE
POOR TO THE RICH By Eugene Kabilika

Where will our children go? What will they inherit? At
least our grand fathers left us the animals, the birds,
trees, fruits and land that was fertile. But we have
disturbed all this. Animals are finished, birds have
flown away and land has been destroyed by our own
carelessness. Now we are busy claiming huge tracks
of land as our own. How can this be? Are we not just
stewards in God’s Kingdom? If we continue at this
pace, all the poor people in Zambia will have no land
and those who will have will be forced to sell to the
rich and they will become squatters in their own land.

Let us respect land as a common heritage for us, our
children and grand children. Customary land must be
protected from the current madness of market forces.
All those who believe and think that chiefs must
surrender all their land and give it to the government
to develop should think again. What we actually need
is to pass a law that will protect customary land tenure.
This way, we shall protect our poor people in the rural
areas against treasure hunters who are going all over
the country digging and digging, without leaving
anything to the owners of the land where the digging
is done. I say most solemnly, that the poor will continue
crying out to heaven for redress unless all the treasure
hunters begin to pay a large percentage of their profit
to the owners of the land from where the treasure
comes from.

The difference between people who work for the Church and those who work for economic systems
is the lenses they wear. The lenses worn by technocrats who work in the economic systems of the
capitalist world, only allows them to see value and profitability in all resources that they come into
contact with. The idea of owning something extends to resources like land, water, trees, minerals,
sand, stones and other natural resources. I am even sure air could have been privatized only that
the capitalist has no way of capturing it for sell. At independence, the UNIP government declared
that bare land could not be bought or sold. This is because they genuinely believed that land belonged
to all and every Zambian had the right to live and settle anywhere they wished, especially on
customary land. In this sense land did not have any monetary value.



Approach and concept

The Catholic Church in Zambia has a long history of engagement in the development work. The initial approach
to development has changed with the evolvement of the church’s vision of development. Clear from this is
that the church’s development approach and the understanding of development never remained static and
there was always a connection between the approach and the concept of development. It is a learning Church
which seek to do better for a better vision of development.

Welfare

Like in other parts of the world, the Catholic Church in Zambia started its welfare response to human needs
as early as the Church came in. The response sought to relieve suffering through everyday extension of charity
and organised programmes such as famine relief, refugee centres, children nutritional care, provision of clinics
and schools. The relief response relieved pain but only temporarily as dependence on relief became a way
of living among the poor.

The approach was paternalistic and managed to make the number of people becoming dependent on the
church increase to high levels. The dependence mentality was reinforced by both colonial and the first republic’s
responses to the needs of the people which both shared the feature of paternalism.

Following the Vatican Council II, held in the early 1960s when the Church went through some reflection to see
how the evangelisation mission could be made more effective and relevant, a shift of emphasis was made
from welfare to development.

Development

Skills, small projects funding and supply of agro-inputs
In the 1970s the Church in Zambia also shifted the emphasis of their response to human needs to development.
With this response the Church sought to help people help themselves. What the church began advocating
for self reliance similar to Schumacher’s approach referred to in his book “Small is Beautiful”

This is where formal education, technical training skills in for instance agriculture, home economics, income
producing activities, health care and savings and credit took the centre stage of the church’s development
discourse. This was like following the common adage of the belief in the proverb which says that, “Give a
person fish he/she will eat only once and go hungry again but teach a person to catch fish he/she will feed
for the rest of his or her life”.

Many home craft centres, vocational skills institutions, health centres, schools, credit and savings and
providing small grants for community development projects.
Inadequacies with this approach were also observed for instance lack of market for skills, unemployment after
school and collapsing of community development projects.

True to its commitment to reading the signs of the time the Catholic Church in Zambia continued the search
for an effective and better response to promoting the good of people.

Integral development as vision for transformationIn the early 1990s the Catholic Church in Zambia committed
itself to promotion of integral development as guided by the work of God the Father in the Old Testament
(Creation story - Genesis 1: 26 -, Liberation of the Israelites from Egypt and the mission of Jesus in the New
Testament (Luke 4: 16 to 21).  The church’s vision became not just about people but also wholistic.

BRIEF ON EVOLVEMENT OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH’S HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT WORK Compiled By Fanwell Hibajane
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Social Teaching of the Church
The Church adopted the definition of development as given by Pope Paul VI in his encyclical “Populorum
progressio” or “The Development of Peoples” (1967). In this book the Pope defined development as the
promotion of the good of people, every person and the whole person. The Church understood from this vision
of development
a. that development is not about things but people

i. In the document c The Church in the Modern World as quoted in Tony Byrne in his book entitled
Integral Development, it is  stated;

ii. Just as human activity proceeds from man, so it is ordered towards man, for when a man works he not
only alters things and society, he develops himself as well (Integral Development P.10)

b. that development efforts should be interested in the development of every person, not just Catholics, the
rich, the Protestants

c. that development responds to the progress of the whole person spiritually and materially or in all aspects
of life which is integral development

d. development never ends, it is a process
e. that development seeks to empower people to be more rather than have more

–  development should help people acquire attitudes of self determination, self reliance, dignity, relationships,
unity, achievement, maturity, sharing, community building and appreciating their self-hood.  (see also
Integral Development by Tony Byrne P.11)

f.  that development responses should not be top-down or worse still imposed
g.  that an approach appropriate to integral development promotion is needed
h.  that agents of development should play a role of a motivator, facilitator,  animator and coordinator
While the Vatican Council teaching on integral development was clear, the Church was to look for the most
appropriate approach to integral development.

Other key critics of conventional/paternalistic approach to development
Many other thinkers were looking for an alternative approach. People like Robert Chambers and Paulo Freire
had also invested in working out alternative approaches which would be participatory and have a transformative
effect on the poor. Through these thinkers approaches ranging from participatory action research, participatory
action learning, popular education and others emerged.

In its effort to find an appropriate approach to integral development, the Church learnt about the theories of
Paulo Freire, a Brazilian Catholic and Philosopher who developed a pedagogue of the oppressed as a reaction
to the failure of conventional  education and development approaches to liberate people from conditions of
underdevelopment.

The use of Training for Transformation (TFT) which is variably known as Development Education Programme
(DEP) started in the 1980s in three Dioceses namely Kasama, Ndola and Monze before adopting it at the
national level. At National Office, TFT only started as a national programme in 1986 with Sister Theresa Walsh
as a coordinator. This was after a group of Diocesan representatives attended an exposure workshop facilitated
by Grail movement facilitating team which included Anne Hope, Sally Timmel and Francis Mulwa in Kenya.
In 1991-92, TFT in Zambia was evaluated and it is out of the evaluation that the Catholic Church in Zambia
made the TFT as the approach adopted for the promotion of integral development.

In 1995, Zambia was asked to prepare a presentation on TFT for the AMECEA conference held in Mangochi,
Malawi.  Mr Fanwell Hibajene took this assignment.The Bishops in the conference resolved that to promote
active participation of every person in the mission of the Church, TFT was going to be intensified in the region.
Zambia was asked by neighbouring countries like Malawi to help popularise the use of TFT. Zambia was also
on the management team of the continental network known as African Development Education Network
(ADEN) which served as a network spreading and strengthening the use of TFT as well as advocating for
conditions facilitating sustainable human development.

Many groups, religious and non-religious, local and international, call on Caritas Zambia for orientation in the
use of TFT in achieving authentic community participation and empowerment. Caritas Zambia takes the
spreading of TFT as an integral part of enhancing the church’s approaches in making its evangelisation mission
make a vital difference in society.Catholic or non-catholic,  individuals, groups or institutions are free to contact
Caritas Zambia for TFT support.
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Assumption
Parishioners during
the Mazabuka
Voter Education
organised by
Caritas Zambia

Voter Education

Choma residents who
attended Voter Education
organised by Caritas Zambia

Civil Society Day

Exhibition stand held at the
commemoration of Civil
Society Day
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Media Day

Part of the exhibits on Caritas
Media Day

Journalists
attending
Caritas
Media Day

Caritas Zambia Director, Sam Mulafulafu (l),
Bishop Paul Duffy (c) and journalist Amos
Chanda (r) addressing  journalists during the
Media Day
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WORLD FOOD CRISIS

WILL ZAMBIA SURVIVE?
Continued from page 4

To improve agriculture and food security (being able to produce enough food to sustain families and communities
year after year), Caritas Zambia has worked on the ground since the 80s’ using a comprehensive approach
which includes many of the following components in the dioceses:

• Providing agricultural inputs such as drought- resistant seeds, tools, and appropriate 
methods, e.g., crop rotation, plant spacing, composting, weeding and intercropping.

• Combining farming with animal raising activities including chickens, pigs and goats.
• Investing in wells, pumps, and irrigation systems.
• Improving the monitoring and evaluation of agricultural activities with clear indicators.
• Strengthening farmer associations with organizational skills and self-assessment tools.
• Strengthening the capacity of government agricultural extension officers.
• Providing information on marketing and food supply systems from rural areas to cities.
• Training farmers and villagers so that they themselves can produce the food needed for 

their own good nutrition and sustenance, as well as to increase their incomes.
• Providing entrepreneurship skills to those who intend and are already in businesses


